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HAWARD, F. ROBERTSON, M.R.C.S. &c. (late Attending Medical
Officer), his been appointed Honorary Medical Officer to the Provi-
dent Medical Institution, Pimlico.

HUMPHERY. Mr. FRANK W., has been appointed House-Surgeon to
the R)yal Hints County Hospital, vice Mr. H. McDougall,
resigned.

Itorr, EDWARD, L.R C.P.Lond., F.R.C.S.Eng., has been appointed
Medico Otiicer of Health for the Bromley (Kent) Urban Sanitary
District, vice Bayliss, resigned.

JONES, DANIEL MARINUS, M.B., C.M.Ed., has been appointed Medical
Officer for the Bishopstone District of the Wilton Union.

KNIGHTS. Mr. J. W., has baen reappointed Public Analyst for the
County of Huntit-ndon.

NALL, SAMUEL, M.B.Cantab., has been appointed Demonstrator of
Physiology in the Medical School of St. Mary’s Hospital.

O’LEARY, MORGAN PHILIP, L.K.Q.C.P.I., 1VLP..C.S., has been ap-
pointed Medica.1 Officer to Port Lincoln Casualty Hospital, South
Australia.

RANGER, W. G., M.R.C.S., has been appointed Dental Surgeon to
St. Thomas’s Hospital, vice J. W. Elliott, M.R.C.S., L.D.S.,
resigned.

SHEARAR, FRANK, M.B., C.M.GMas., has been appointed Dispensary
Physician to the Paisley Infirmary.

SKRIMSHIRE, CHARLES PARNHAM, M.R.C.S. & L.S.A.Lond., has been
appointed Public Vaccinator for the Brynmawr District by the
Board of Guardians of the Crickhowell Union.

SMITH, JOSEPH, M.R.C.S., S.Sc.C.Camb., has been elected Medical
Superintendent to the Dalrymple Home for Inebriates.

THURSTON, WM. FRENCH, M.D., L.R.C.P.Ed., M.R.C.S., has been
appointed Surgeon in the Queensland Volunteer Force.

WALKER, HENRY, .M.D.Ed., M.R.C.S., L.S.A.Lond., has been appointed
Medical Officer for the Kingswinford District of the Stourbridge
Union.

Births, Marriages, and Deaths.
BIRTHS.

BAILEY.-On the 24th inst., at 9, Cavendish-place, W., the wife of
George JIewtett Bailey, of a daughter.

FELCE.&mdash;On the 23rd inst., at Kenmure Lodge, Elgin-road, W., the wife
of Dr. Stamford Felce, M.R C.P., of a daughter.

GRIFFIN.&mdash;On the 20th inst., at Royal-terrace, Weymouth, the wife of
Frede. C. G. Griffin, M.A. and M.B. Oxon., of a daughter.

KIERNANDER.&mdash;On the 16th inst., at St. Charles’s-square, North
Kensington, the wife of Surgeon-Major Wm. Coleridge Kier-
nander, Bombay Medical Department, of a son.

LEES.-Oa the 18th inst., at Thurloe Houses, South Kensington, the
wife of David B. Lees, M.D., F.R.C.P., of a son.

MCKELVIE.&mdash;On the 23rd inst., at Waveney House, Cromer, the wife of
Dr. McKelvie, of a son.

MASON.&mdash;On the 24th inst., at Pear Tree House, South Ockendon, the
wife of A. Haynes Mason, L.R.C.P., of a daughter.

MARRIAGES.
CLAPHAM&mdash;CLARKE.&mdash;On the 21st inst., at St. Stephen’s Church, South

Dulwich, by the Rev. G. C. Allen, Crochley Clapham, M.R.C P.,
M R.C.S., to Ada, daughter of Daniel Clarke, of The Lodge,
SyderlhaiB-hill.

EDGAR&mdash;CLAYTON.&mdash;On the 21st inst., at the Church of the Holy
Ascension, Settle, Yorks, James W. Edgar, M.D., to Susanna
Isabella, eldest daughter of the late Rev. Wm. Clayton, Rector of
Bentham.

EDW.A.RDS - WILCOCKS. &mdash; On the 17th inst., at St. James’s, Nor-
lands, Notting-hill, W., Thomas R. C. Edwards, M.R.C.S.Eng.,
L.R.C.P.Ed., and L.M., of Harrold, Bedfordshire, only son of
Dr. Edwards, of Gloucester-crescent, Hyde-park, to Laura Eliza-
beth, youngest daughter of the late L. C. Wilcocks, of Duryard-
park, Exeter.

HAY&mdash;BATTERS.&mdash;On the 18th inst., at St. Andrew’s Church, Stanstead
Abbotts, Herts, John Home Hay, M.D.Edin., M.R.C.S., &c., of
Alloa, N.B., to Margretta,, third daughter of John Batters, Esq., of
Stanstead Abbotts.

TEW&mdash;NASH.&mdash;On the 19th inst., at Holy Trinity Church, Belbroughton,
by the Rev. J. H. Eld, Rector, James Scott Tew, M.R.C.S., L.S.A.,
of Bulwell, Nottingham, to Alice, youngest daughter of Isaac Nash,
Esq., of the Laurels, Belbroughton, Worcestershire.

DEATHS.
AYRTON.&mdash;On the 19th inst., at Sloane-street, Matilda Chaplin Ayrton,

M.D.Paris, L. & L.M.K.Q.C.P.I.. aged 37.
DUNCAN.&mdash;On Aori! 29th, at Albury, New South Wales, Jas. Campbell

Duncan, M.B.Glas.
HAMMOND.&mdash;On the 21th inst., at Lewisham, Kent, Henry Samuel

Hammond F.R C.S Eag., late of Edmonton, aged 92.
LUCAS.&mdash;On the 20th inst., at Greenock, E. A. Lucas, L.R.C.S.L,

L. & L.)I.K.Q.C.P.I., Surgeon, H.M.S. Forester, third son of
the Rev. E. A. Lucas, Rector of Killenumery, co. Leitrim,
Ireland.

MALLON.&mdash;On April 6th, at Camperdown, near Sydney, Patrick Walsh
.Nlallon, L.R C.S Ed., aged 76.

MILLER&mdash;On the 24th inst., at 9, R’1.nkeiIlor-street, Edinburgh, George
Miller, II.D. St. And., L.R.C.S.Ed., aged 58.

PHILLIPS.&mdash;On the 23rd inst., at 27, Leinster-square, Bayswater,
Richard Phillips, F.R C.S., deeply loved and much regretted
by all who knew him, aged 67.

N.B -A fee qf ?. is ehxrged for the insertion of Notim of Births,
Marriages, and Death&.

Notes, Short Comments, and Answers to
Correspondents.

rt is especially requested that early intelligence of local events
having a medical interest, or which it is desirable to bring
under the notice of the profession, may be sent direct to this
Office.

All communications relat4q to the editorial business of the
journal must be addressed " To the Editor."

Lectures, originaL articles, and reports should be written on
one side only of the paper.

Letters, whether intended for publication or private informa-
tion, must be authenticated by the names and addresses of
their writers, not necessarily for publication.

We cannot prescribe, or recommend practitioners.
Letters relating to the publication, sale, and advertising
departments of THE LANCET to be addressed To the
Publisher. "

FISH DINNERS FOR PAUPERS.

WE are heartily glad to find that Boards of Guardians are beginning to
recognise the wisdom of giving the inmates of workhouses a fish
dinner once a week. The policy is admirable from a health point of
view, and it is also economical. Fish can be obtained in large
quantities at a very cheap rate, even after the charge for carriage is
paid. It is sent direct from the seaport packed in ice. Such food is

infinitely preferable to potted or tinned meat, and may even with
advantage replace fresh meat once if not twice a week. It is much to
be desired that the matter should receive the attention of Boards of

Guardians generally. The authorities of public institutions of all
classes cannot do better than profit by the experience of the Board of
Guardians of Bristol city.

RULES OF THE COLLEGE OF SURGEONS OF ENGLAND.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR.&mdash;It is time that one of the rules of the College of Surgeons for the
membership should be slightly modified. When a candidate is rejected
he is obliged to attend a recognised hospital. This rule holds good when
a candidate is not qualified in surgery, but those who hold surgical
diplomas ought not to have such a rule enforced on them which prevents
them from ever appearing again for that examination. Those qualified
in surgery and registered do not come to be qualified again. Examiners
referring such candidates have only done so because they have not
acquired a certain standard, and this they can attain by reading larger
works. Men who have their practice to attend to cannot spend their
time in a hospital. I am, Sir, yours, &c.,
July 23rd, 1883. A PRACTITIONER.

** We insert this letter, though we cannot accept the doctrine that the
deficiency in surgical knowledge at the pass examination maybe made
up by reading of any kind. It is a fairly debateable question whether
in the cases referred to the compulsory attendance should invariably
be at a recognised hospital.-ED. L.

THE WREXHAM WATER-SUPPLY.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-The attention of my directors has been called to a paragraph
in THE LANCET of the 7th inst., in which it is stated that there is" some.
thing approaching a scarcity of water in Wrexham," and they instruct
me to ask you to contradict this statement, as not the slightest interrup.
tion has taken place in the supply, nor has any limitation whatever been
placed by the company upon the unrestricted use of an ample and con-
stant supply, which at a very considerable outlay has been provided for
the town and district.-I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
Wrexham Waterworks Company, Charles-street, F. STORR.

Wrexham, July 19th, 1883.
** We have pleasure in publishing the above letter.-ED. L.
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ALCOHOL IN THE WORKHOUSES.

OUR contemporary, the Chelmford Chronicle, thus analyses and com-
ments on a return moved for by Mr Whitworth and presented to the
House of Commons showing the quantity of spirits, wine, and malt
liquors consumed in each workhous9 in England and Wales during
the year ending Dacamber 31st, 1881, together with the expenditure
incurred in the purchase of such liquors. The total cost exceeded

&pound;60, 000&mdash;viz., spirits .619,315, wine &pound;7148, malt liquors &pound;33,838. The

daily average number of mantes in the workhouses during the year
wa,3 170,566. In the southern and eastern parts of England the
guardians, as has long been known, permit the use of alcoholic liquors
much more freely than do the guardians in the northern counties, and
this difference is the most striking feature exhibited by the returns
For eximple, in the three eastern counties of Essex, Suffolk, and
Norfolk the cost of the liquors consumed in the workhouses during
the year in question was, omitting shillings and pence, .&4678, the daily
average number of inmates being 8602, while in Yorkshire, with a daily
average of 11,525 inmates in the workhouses, the expenditure under
this head was only .61922. Again, in the south-eastern counties, com-
prising Sussex, Berks, and parts of Surrey, Kent, and Hampshire, the
cost of alcoholic liquors was .810,431, for a daily average of 18,340
inmates; while in the north-western counties of Lancashire and

Cheshire, with a daily average of 25,265 inmates, it was only J;4312.
la the northern counties of Durham, Northumberland, Cumberland,
and Westmoreland the drink bill was a mere bagatelle- &pound; 55’7 for a
daily average of 6673 inmates, but in the south midland counties, for a
daily average of 9874 inmates, the bill was &pound;4338. In Wales, as in the
northern counties, great care seems to be exercised in allowing drink,
the cost for all the workhouses in the Principality, with a daily average
of 5870 inmates, being only .S762. The expenditure for the metropolitan
workhouses, with a daily average of 46,323 inmates, was .&23.607.
Reverting to the comparison between the three eastern counties of
Essex, Suffolk, and Norfolk on the one hand and Yorkshire on the
other, the items of the expenditure in each case are as under :-
Eastern Counties-spirits &pound;1301, wine &pound;422, malt liquors B2935; York-
shire-spirits &691, wine J;311, malt liquors &pound;120. These are singular
differences, and it does not require much profundity to draw the infer-
ence that either too much drink is allowed to indoor paupers in one

part of the country or too little is allowed in the other.
Mr. Holmes’s letter is unavoidably held over till next week.
Mr. Blatherzvick.&mdash;Next week.

"SCOTCH DIPLOMAS."
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-Since Madras and Bombay have had their "say" about Scotch
diplomas, I think it would not be out of place if I were to give you some
idea of the estimate that is formed of them in Calcutta.

Being for some years a student of the Medical College of Calcutta, I
am in a position to bear out nearly every statement made by your corre-
spondent, "L.R.C.P.," in his letter to you in THE LANCET of June 23rd
last. Some of the best students of the Calcutta Medical College who
have entered the Indian Medical Service hold a double qualification from
Scotland. But there is one statement of your correspondent from which
I must differ, and that is where he says that the Madras Medical School
is the best medical school in India. The best medical school in India is

undoubtedly the Calcutta Medical College. If Madras were the best
medical school, why is it that students from the south of India prefer
coming to Calcutta than going to Madras for their medical studies
Besides, the fame of such men as Sir Joseph Fayrer, Dr. Norman

Chevers, Dr. D. B. Smith, Mr. C. Macnamara, Dr. F. M’Connell, &c.,
places the Calcutta Medical College in the first rank of medical schools
in India.
Now, as regards your correspondent, "L. M. & S.," of Bombay, he

says that "Edinburgh diplomas are regarded as far inferior," &c., in
Bombay. I would ask him by whom are they so regarded, and what are
their reasons ? If people in Bombay think, which I do not believe they
do, that the licence of the Apothecaries’ Company of London, because it
is a London diploma, is the best diploma, it only shows their ignorance.
I have known of many students from Bombay who have taken the
L.S.A. and have gone back to India "glorifying" in their newly acquired
title. I would advise the new comer, "L. M. & S.," to read the evidence
of Mr. Cook, of Woburn-place, before the Royal Commission, before he
makes his choice of a diploma.

If "L. M. & S.," of Bombay, thinks that the L.R.C.P. Lond. is
superior to the L R C.P. Edin., I shall, for his satisfaction, prove, by one
instance at least, that it is not so. For a certain degree examination
which is a very searching ordeal, four candidates went up from London
some time ago. Three out of these had the L.R.C.P. Edin , and one was
L.R.C.P.Lond. This L.R.C.P. Lond. was plucked at the previous exami-
nation in the first examination for that degree, the subjects for which
are medicine, pathology, materia medica, and mental diseases. So he
was going up for the second time, whereas not one of the three was
plucked in the first examination.
"L. M. & S." further thinks that the Scotch degrees are not a whit

superior to the Bombay L. M. & S. I would recommend him to try the
examinations either of the Scotch universities or corporations by the

mere knowledge he has acquired at Bombay, and ten chances to one he
will be "ploughed." Knowledge of simple intermittent and remittent
fevers with enlarged spJeens will not suffice even for the examinations
of the corporations. Good clinical work and steady application to

study will alone ensure success in examinations in Scotland.
I am, Sir, yours, &c.,

July 10th, 1883. STUDENT, Calcutta.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
’ 

SiR,-I venture again to bring forward a few more facts in contrast to
those brought forward by "L. M. & S.," of Bombay, which may I think
prove interesting to your readers ; but I may say at starting that I am
trusting to memory and not to statistical data for all my facts, both in
this and in my previous letter. As an invariable rule, those students
who intend taking their degrees or diplomas in Europe never take their
degrees in Madras, for the very simple reason that no matter what their
standard of excellence may be, they are very much looked down upon;
and it is very nigh an absurdity to say that the M.B. of Madras is a
superior degree to the M.B. of Edinburgh, much less to speak of the
Bombay L. M. & S. The senior department, as it is called, of the
Medical College at Madras was reopened by Government five years ago,
with the object that students should graduate, and prove themselves

’ useful locally; but the Government were rather disappointed, as most
students took three years or so in the Medical College, and spent the
remainder in Europe, ignoring entirely local degrees. Latterly the
Government have instituted a service of assistant surgeons, which I
need hardly say is a very badly paid service, for local graduates, and,

s taking into account the keen competition that there now is for the Indian
Medical Service, local graduates may only be too willing to accept these

, 

appointments, and so induced to remain in their mother country. The
’ 

extremely small minority of students going to London is undoubted
as regards Madras, and of those who have gone there a large proportion

! are very ordinary students indeed. In the competitive examination for
the Indian Medical Service, Madras has always come well to the front,

, 
the majority of men holding Scotch diplomas, a few Scotch degrees, but

‘ none, so far as I am aware, with London ones. I think within the last
, 

two years or so the Scotch corporations have made great efforts to
increase the standard of their examinations, but, unfortunately for

’ 

them, lost reputation is very hard to recover again. For myself I would
prefer having London diplomas to Scotch ones, no doubt for obvious
reasons ; but I think it would be a wise rule for " L. M. & S." to look to
the man, and not always to his qualification. I have made inquiries
from students from various parts of the world, at various times during
the past two years, and from what I have heard I think it absolutely
certain that the great majority come to Scotland, whatever it may be as
regards Bombay. I am, Sir, yours, &c.,
July 21st, 1883. L.R.C.P. & L.R.C.S.E.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;I have read with much interest the letters relative to the above.
As I happen to be thoroughly conversant with the teaching of London
and Edinburgh schools, and have taken surgical diplomas from both the

! 
London and Edinburgh colleges, besides having held appointments in
both cities, I should like your permission to say a few words, which I

, 
can do without bias.

My object in writing is to point out what apparently very few beyond
Edinburgh men (I do not speak of other Scotch universities, as I do not
know enough of them) seem to know-namely, the difference between

s Edinburgh degrees granted by the university and licences given by the

s colleges. Now, there is just as much difference between an Edinburgh
graduate and a licentiate of the Edinburgh College as there is between

s 
an M.B. of the University of London and a member of the London

. College. There are many men holding the licence of the Edinburgh
’ College who have been forced to take it, if they were to qualify at all,

from having failed in the university; and of course men holding the

s membership of the London College are sometimes unable to obtain the
Edinburgh University degree just as others fail. It is absurd to contrast

’ the London or Edinburgh College with the University of Edinburgh, the
course required for the different examinations being entirely different.

s 
If new schemes for examination come into operation, and the Edinburgh

s College is effaced, one will know the cause of it. I therefore entirely
s disagree with " L.R.C.P. & L.R.C.S.E.," who considers you underrate the

standard required for certain diplomas ; and, on the contrary, I think
. you have done great service in drawing attention to it.
’ I am, Sir, your obedient servant,

July 17th, 1883. M.D. Edin., M.R.C.P. Lond.

l 
! *‘ This correspondence must now be closed.&mdash;ED. L.

’ 
, 

"INTENSE I T C H I N G."

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,&mdash;Cases of pruritus senilis like the one described by Mr. Craven are

often the subjects of a gouty diathesis, the urine being acid, with much
uric acid and urates ; or it may be an hyper2esthesia with skin atrophy.
In either case I find an inunction nightly (preceded by tepid sponging)
with the following useful :-Chloroform, solution of the subacetate of
lead, of each two drachms ; powdered camphor, acetate of morphia, of

. each twenty grains ; white precipitate, seven to ten grains ; spermaceti
to two ounces. No flannel to be worn next to the skin. A nightly
draught of bromide of sodium (twenty to sixty grains), with tincture
of hops, one drachm, is useful. Alkaline drinks, with nervine tonics,

! should be given in the day, a change in the tonic being made every few
I weeks. I am, Sir, yours truly,
I Leeds, July 24th, 1883. T. J. HUDSON, M.B., L.R.C.P. Lond.
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DEGREES, GOWNS, AND HOODS.
UNDER the above title the Rev. T. W. Wood has published a little book
containing a list of the degrees, gowns, and hoods of the British,
Colonial, Indian, and American universities and colleges, which will
be found useful as an aid in deciding the degree possessed by any
individual who has been seen in the gown and hood appropriate to the
degree he may possess. As far as we know, the information contained
in this work is not obtainable from any other source, and affords a

strong proof of its author’s perseverance. Attention is called to what

has long been felt as an inconvenience by the uninitiated-viz., the
great similarity between the hoods of several universities. Thus the

graduate’s hood with white fur takes an expert to be able to say to
what university it belongs. It maybe Oxford, Cambridge, or Durham,
an Irish university, or even a colonial. This is a decided disadvantage,
and, founded as it is on ancient usage, we are not sanguine that it
will ever be removed.

THE PENAL CLAUSES AND SHAM DISPENSARIES.

Mr. R. H. S. Carpenter points out in a letter to us that in their present
form the penal clauses of the Medical Bill will be inoperative against
unqualified persons opening and conducting so-called provident dis-
pensaries and medical halls so long as they refrain from attaching to
them their names in conjunction with the use of medical titles. It is
undeniable that sham medical dispensaries are amongst the greatest
evils and the greatest frauds upon the poor in London. The fraud has
been exposed even in Parliament, and though we should perhaps not
expect Parliament to go such lengths in prohibiting illegal practice as
Mr. Carpenter does, we confidently believe that Mr. Mundella will be
ready to make any reasonable amendments in the penal clauses calcu-
lated to prevent the poor being misled and deceived in moments of
peril by the false pretences of illegal practitioners.

Necropolite.-The case described in the cutting sent is altogether a very
miserable business, upon which comment must b3 well considered.
An unqualified person can be proceeded against for malpraxis, but
juries have a wonderful tenderness towards bone-setters, which a
plaintiff should well ponder over before he begins an action. An un-

qualified assistant is not legally entitled to any fee for evidence.
Mr. Cotterill.&mdash;The announcement appeared in our last issue.

Alpha.&mdash;We do not prescribe.

"EXCESSIVE SWEATING OF THE HANDS."

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-Your correspondent, "Puzzled," would find the following treat-
ment for the above both e9hacious and satisfactory.
The patient should soak her hands night and morning in warm water,

in which should be dissolved about two drachms or half an ounce of the
chloride of ammonium, and about twice as much carbonate of soda
(crystals), enough water to be used to well cover the hands. I generally
prescribe for my patients sufficient for six applications, and, as skins vary
in tenderness, tell them to use as much as will temporarily to a slight
extent cause the wrinkling known as cutis anserina, a condition which I
describe to them as looking like the hands of a washerwoman. After
well bathing, the hands are to be well rubbed with the following embro-
cation : Tincture of iodine one drachm, compound camphor liniment
and glycerine of each a drachm and a half, and compound liniment of
belladonna one ounce. (If for the hands, a drachm of eau de Cologne
makes the embrocation more agreeable.) The embrocation to be applied
twice a day. A cure quickly follows. This treatment is equally appro-
priate and successful for excessive sweating and even bad smelling feet,
for that odour is due to the excessive function of the sudoriparous glands.

I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
FREDK. H. ALDERSON, M.D.

Southerton House, Glenthorne-road, Hammersmith,
July 21st, 1883.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-All the cases of "hyperidrosis" of the hands that have come
under my notice I have found to be due to some one of the protean
forms in which dyspepsia, is wont to manifest itself. The first thing to
do, then, is to regulate the digestive system. In the case of a young girl
aged seventeen who consulted me lately for this complaint, I pursued
the following line of treatment with marked success :&mdash;Every day, one
hour before dinner, I gave five grains of compound rhubarb pill.
Immediately after the three principal meals of the day I ordered a tea-
spoonful of Fellowes’ compound syrup of the hypophosphites in a wine-
gtassful of cold water, with once or twice a week an aloes and myrrh pill.
From her dietary I excluded pastry in any foruo, and recommended fish,
fowl, and tripe whenever the last-mentioned article could be procured,
giving directions that it should be thoroughly well stewed; also plenty
of skimmed milk, but no tea or stimulant (alcoholic) of any kind. Night
and morning the hands were to be well sponged with belladonna lini-
ment, and whenever she washed her hands I directed her to pour a tea-
spoonful of Jeyes’ purifier into the water used. This local treatment I
have also found most beneficial in hyperidrosis of the feet with offensive
smell. I am, Sir, yours, &c.,

W. A. GORDON LAING, M.B.
Tregoney House, Mevagissey, Cornwall, July 23rd, 1383.

"TAXES ON CARRIAGES."

ON this subject Mr. Henry Cartmel, .3f. B. C. S., of Manchester, writes
" We ought to feel grateful to the Institute of British Carriage

Manufacturers for the successful effort which they made last year in
preventing the proposed increase, and to assist them all we can in
their present laudable endeavour to secure the speedy abolition of the
tax. I myself made an appeal at the time to the secretaries of the
Manchester Medical and Medico-Ethical Societies to get up a petition
against the imposition, but neither appeared to consider it to be
within his province to do so, consequently the matter was allowed
to drop..... I am not altogether for abolishing the tax, for in
a great number of instances the keeping and using of carriages is
decidedly a luxury, and as such I am prepared to admit ought to be
taxed to the full. But in the case of medical men, for instance, it is
mostly an absolute necessity, and as such ought not to be taxed. If,
however, a medical man even thinks proper to keep more than one or
perhaps two vehicles for the purpose of indulging his own peculiar
gratification, then let him also pay the tax of luxury on all such beyond
that number. Not very many years ago there was a heavy tax on
horses, but at that time medical men were exempt one-half. Dogs
also, especially greyhounds and such like breeds, that were kept
principally by and for the gratification of the rich, had also a very
heavy tax imposed upon them, and justly so too; but now the rich and
indolent may keep as many horses and dogs as they like for their own
personal enjoyment and have no more to pay in proportion towards the
Inland Revenue than a poor widow who keeps her dog for sheer pro-
tection, or " Dobbs," who is compelled to keep a horse to enable him
barely to eke out his daily bread. It is this unfair taxing of rich and
poor alike which makes it fall so heavily on the hard-working class, of
which I maintain a medical man is a fair example, and therefore it
would only be justice that he for one should be relieved of the carriage
duty so far as one or two vehicles are concerned. It may be argued
that to exempt a medical man who keeps a well-appointed turn out
from duty would hardly be just to " Dobbs," who can afford no such
luxury, but in the one case there is no necessity for it, whilst even in
the other just look at the wretched " traps which many medical men
can alone afford to keep, and still have to pay. It is not so much the

style of the thing as the fact that it is a necessity, which I wish to
insist upon as being the ground on which to claim our right of exemp-
tion."

V. W. M.&mdash;The Privy Council will determine the day, not later than the
1st of September, 1835, for the discontinuance of the old system of
registration. Our correspondent should take steps to have his qualifi-
cation registered. He does not seem to be aware that the clauses of

the Bill making a distinction between the new licensing qualification
and higher titles was withdrawn in the House of Lords.

Surgeon, I.M.D.-Otir correspondent is probably not aware that the
system he proposes in his letter is nearly identical with that in opera-
tion in France, the results of which, in the opinion of very competent
judges, cannot be deemed satisfactory.

Fairplay.&mdash;Our correspondent’s letter contains statements which could
not properly be made in an anonymous communication.

A First Cousin may refer to a notice of the subject in our impression of
July 14th, page 88.

Amblyopia, Alpha, and U.S.A. have not enclosed their cards.

"LAWN TENNIS S LEG."

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-On reading the report of Dr. Powell’s case in THE LANCET of
July 7th, I am reminded of three cases of ruptured plantaris tendon
which I attended the summer before last. Two of these occurred whilst

p’aying tennis, in gentlemen over forty; one rather stout, and the other
of spare habit. In each case the patient (like Dr. Powell’s) thought
some one had struck him with a tennis-ball, and with difficulty he
hobbled to a seat after the accident. Absolute rest with careful

bandaging was prescribed for a month, and then the limb was allowed
to be used gradually, a well-fitting elastic stocking being worn. The
after-history is interesting. In two months the spare individual, being
an ardent devotee of the game, began (contrary to advice) to play,
and on the very first day he again ruptured the same tendon, with the
old sensation, loss of power, &c. This of course put an end to his play
for that year, but last summer and this both the patients have suffered
no ill effects from playing.
The third case was that of a stout gentleman (also over forty) who,

whilst stepping into a railway carriage, felt a sudden crack in his leg,
with acute pain, and he thought someone had struck him a sharp blow
with a stick. In his case, as also in that of the other stout patient,
there followed somewhat extensive ecchymosis of the posterior surface
of the leg, most marked above and below where the plantaris is not
hidden between the gastrocnemius and soleus muscles. In the spare
man the discolouration was very slight.

I am, Sir, yours faithfully,
W. A. DUNCAN, M.D., &c.

Lambeth Palace-road, S.E., July 9th, 1883.
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ERRATUM.&mdash;In the article on the Examinerships at the College of
Surgeons in our last issue, page 110, line 12 from the commencement,
for " write " read wish.

COMMUNICATIONS not noticed in our present number will receive
attention in our next.

COMMUNICATIONS, LETTERS, &c., have been received from-Sir William

Smart, London; Professor Norris, Birmingham; Dr. Orme Dudfield,
London; Dr. Guido Pedrazzoli, Bologna; Mr. T. Holmes, London;
Dr. M’Call, Anderson, Glasgow; Mr. Martin Coates, Salisbury;
Dr. Carrick Murray, Newcastle-on-Tyne; Dr. Theodore Williams,
London; Dr. Campbell Clark, BothweII; Mr. Walsham, London;
Mr. Blatherwick, London; Mr. Wolfenden, London ; Mr. Percy Pope,
Owston; Mr. Van Geyzel, Trichinopoly; Dr. R. W. Powell, Ottawa;
Surgeon T. Hume, Amraoti ; Mr. W. A. G. Laing; Dr. MacCormack;
Mr. A. S. Morton; Dr. Fisher; Mr. Bennett May, Birmingham;
Dr. Menzies, Galashiels ; Mr. F. Storr, Wrexham; Mr. J. W. Allan,
Belvidere; Mr. D’A. B. Carter, Bambridge; Mr. Fowke, London;
Dr. Macgowan ; Mr. J. B. Pike, Loughborough ; Dr. F. H. Alderson,
Hammersmith ; Dr. Cole, Bath; Mr. Rushton Parker, Birmingham;
Dr. F. E. Pocock, London; Dr. H. P. Potter, London ; Mr. Wykeham
Myers, Takow ; Mr. G. A. Syme, Melbourne; Mr. Walter Rivington,
London; Mr. E. E. Modder, Kurunegalla; Mr. Griffith, Pen-y-groes ;
Mr. C. Robertson, Manchester; Mr. Cooney, London; Mr. White-
house, Sunderland; Mr. E. Chesshire, Birmingham ; Mr. Williams,
Colchester; Messrs. Smith and Son, Dublin; Messrs. Macmillan and
Co., Cambridge; Mr. Thorpe; Mr. Male, Leigh; Messrs. Bolton and
Paul, Norwich; Mr. Maythorn, Biggleswade; Mr. Skinner, Thum ;
Messrs. Dawson Brothers, Montreal; Mr. Whitcombe, Birmingham ;
Messrs. Wright and Co., Birmingham; Dr. Saul ; Mr. Thompson,
Gloucester; Mr. Lyddon, Oldbury ; Messrs. Macniven and Cameron,
Edinburgh; Mr. Bullock, Warwick; Mr. Unicume, Weston Zoyland;
Messrs. Peebles and Son, London; Messrs. Kegan Paul and Co. ;
Dr. Buchanan, Glasgow; Mr. Craig, London; Messrs. Houghton and
Co., Boston, U.S.A. ; Dr. Edwards, Harrold; Dr. Ducket, Great
Yarmouth; Mr. Haywood, Manchester; Messrs. Isaacs, London;
Dr. Corby, Cork; Dr. J. C. Watson, Sunderland; Mr. Arthur Price,
Newport, I.W.; Dr. Ormesby, Dublin; Dr. Mackie, Alexandria;
Mr. Cotterill, Edinburgh; Dr. R. B. Hill, Werneth; Dr. M’Craith,
Smyrna; Dr. Mason, Strathpeffer ; Dr. J. Higham Hill, London;
Mr. W. J. Clarke, London; Mr: J. S. Darling, Ballina; Mr. Hudson,
Leeds; Dr. Bell Pettigrew, St. Andrews; Messrs. Andrews and Sons,
Epsom; Mr. Davies-Colley, London; Mr. Graddock, Gloucester;
Dr. Fitz Henry, London; Mr. Crassweller, Clapton ; Mr. Henry Davy,
."!outhernhay; Mr. Roche; A.P.P., L.D.S. ; Necropolite ; Scotius ;
H. B., Clapham ; A Practitioner; Veritas ; Surgeon, I.M.D. ; Lex ;
Fairplay ; J. W. ; Young Practitioner; A. D.; &c., &c.

LETTERS, each with enclosure, are also acknowledged from-Mr. Algar,
London; Mr. Newman, London; Messrs. Davies and Hutcheon,
Aberdare; Messrs. Maudsley and Son, Liverpool; Messrs. Waugh
and Co., London; Dr. Habershon, London; Miss Barclay, Dunbar ;
Mr. Mullines, L9amington; Mr. Jones, London ; Dr. Oliver, Stockton-
on-Tees ; Mr. Breckwell, Beaconsfield ; Mr. Pollard, Edinburgh;
Mr. Howell ; Miss Spencer, Glasgow ; Mr. Harding, Westgate-on-Sea ;
Mr. Carter, London; Mr. Harrison, Liverpool; Dr. Coates, Sirhowy ;
Mr. Atkinson, Farnham; Dr. Howells, Scarborough; Dr. Hoskins,
Derby ; Mr. Whiting, Haslemere ; Mr. Adams, London; Dr. Farley,
Ontario; Mr. Thompson, Folkestone ; Messrs. Beat and Co., Brighton;
Dr. Makenna, Melksham; Mr. Hutchinson, Camborne; Dr. Jackson,
Bradford; Mr. Morris, Birmingham; Messrs. Richardson and Co.,
Leicester ; Dr. Nattrass, Sunderland; Mr. Mason, Bexley ; Dr. Clark,
Folkestone; Dr. Roberts, Sheffield ; Mr. Moore ; Dr. Juler, London ;
Mr. Sledingk, London; Dr. Imlach, Liverpool; Mr. Fraser, Burnham ;
Messrs. Maclachlan and Co., Edinburgh; Mr. Johnston, Leicester;

Messrs. Keith and Co., Edinburgh; Mr. Tew, Bulwell ; Mr. Hilliard,
Aylesbury; Mr. Russells, Liverpool; Mr. Lever, Clapham; Mr. Taylor,
Barnsbury; Dr. Heel as, Hampstead; Dr. Griffith, Milford Haven;
Miss Walker, Liverpool; Mr. Collina, Wednesbury; Dr.M’Kelvie,
Cromer ; Medicus, Hampstead; Medicus, Uxbridge; C. W. B. ; W. ;
Assistant, Aberdeen; C. O. R., Barnsley; Solicitor; H. C. H., York;
Physician, Holloway; T. R. S., Belfast; H. R., Durham; Matron,
Grimsby; Dr. D.; G. C.; Principal, St. Leonards ; A. Z. ; W. E. J. ;
Rumbold’s Moor; Nucleolus; P. W. C.; Principal, St. Leonards ;
Medicus, Tunbridge Wells; L. M. ; A. B., Alfreton ; R.; Alpha,
Edinburgh; Medicus, Southampton; M.D., Leicester; &c., &c.

East Anglian Daily Times, Native Opinion, Kent and -Sussex Courier,
Englishman, Scotsman, Glasgow Herald, Leeds Mercury, Manchester
Guardian, &c., have been received.

Medical Diary for the ensuing Week.
Monday, July 30.

ROYAL LONDON OPHTHALMIC HOSPITAL. MOORFIELDS.&mdash;Operations,
10&frac12; A.M. each day, and at the same hour.

ROYAL WESTMINSTER OPHTHALMIC HOSPITAL.&mdash;Operations, 1&frac12;P.M. each
day, and at the same hour.

METROPOLITAN FREE HOSPITAL.-Operations, 2 P.M.
ROYAL ORTHOP&AElig;DIC HOSPITAL.-Operations, 2 P.M
ST. MARK’S HOSPITAL.&mdash;Operations. 2 P.M. ; on Tuesday, 9 A.M.
HOSPITAL FOR WOMEN, SOHO-SQUARE.-Operations, 2 P.M., and on

Thursday at the same hour.

Tuesday, July 31.
GUY’S HOSPITAL.&mdash;Operations, 1&frac12; P.M., and on Friday at the same how.
WESTMINSTER HOSPITAL.-Operations, 2 P.M.
WEST LONDON HOSPITAL.&mdash;Operationa. 2.30 P.M.

Wednesday, August 1.
NATIONAL ORTHOPADIC HOSPITAL.-Operations, 10 A.M.
MIDDLESEX HOSPITAL.&mdash;Operations, 1 P.M.
ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL.-Operations, 1&frac12; P.M., and on Saturday

at the same hour.-Ophthalmic Operations on Tuesdays and Thurs.
days, at 1.30 P.M.

ST. MARY’S HOSPITAL.-Operations, 1&frac12; P.M.
ST. THOMAS’S HOSPITAL.-Operations, 1&frac12; P.M., and on Saturday at the

same hour.
LONDON HOSPITAL.-Operations, 2 P.M., and on Thursday and Saturday

at the same hour.
GREAT NORTHERN HOSPITAL.-Operations, 2 P.M.
SAMARITAN FREE HOSPITAL FOR WOMEN AND CHILDREN.&mdash;Operations,

’ 2 P.M.
UNIVERSITY COLLEGE HOSPITAL.-Operations, 2 P.M., and on Saturday

at the same hour.-Skin Department: 1.45 P.M., and on Saturday at
9.15 A M.

Thursday, August 2.
ST. GEORGE’S HOSPITAL.-Operations, 1 P.M.
ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL.&mdash;1&frac12; P.M. Surgical Consultations.
CHARING-CROSS HOSPITAL.-Operations, 2 P.M.
CENTRAL LONDON OPHTHALMIC HOSPITAL&mdash;Operations, 2 P.M., and on

Friday at the same hour.
NORTH-WEST LONDON HOSPITAL.-Operations, 2&frac12; P.M.

Friday, August 3.
ST. GEORGE’S HOSPITAL.-Ophthalmic Operations, 1&frac12; P.M.
ST. THOMAS’S HOSPITAL. -Ophthalmic Operations. 2 P.M.
ROYAL SOUTH LONDON OPHTHALMIC HOSPITAL.&mdash;Operations, 2 P.M.
KING’S COLLEGE HOSPITAL.&mdash;Operations, 2 P.M.

Saturday, August 4.

KING’S COLLEGE HOSPITAL.-Operations, 1 P.M.
ROYAL FREE HOSPITAT.&mdash;Operations, 2 P.M.


